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COMPLIANCE!* 



AH amendments filed on or after th effective da«li6tetrabdve-lTl^i r cbmWi' witft revised P. I-2F? See Final 
Ruler Changes T Imp£m£nt Electr nic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Rec rds(6t FM Reg. 
3861 1 (June 30; 2003Xj^9OMin the Office's website at: http .//www. uspto. go v/web/patents/i fW/ 
with related infonnatioi£|te amendment practice set forth m revised 37 CFFCU121; anddescribedbelbw: replaces-; 
the voluntary revise d ang ndtwent format available to applicants since February 2003 NOTE- STRICT "* 
COMPLlAWCEWrrttaBS-REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE (Julv 
30, 2003). The Office will notify applicants of amendments that are not accepted because they do not comply with * 
revised 37 CFR 1.121 via aNotice ofNon-Compliant Amendment. See MPEP 714.03 (Rev. \. Feb. 2003). The non- 
compliant section(s) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected sectron(s) resubmitted within a set period. 

Bdid underlined italic font has been used Below to highlight the major differences between the revised 37 CFR 

1.121 and the volunt ary revised amendment format thai applicants could use since February. 2003. 

Noye: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has not changed. 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE 
L Begin each section of an amendment document on a separate sheet; 

Each section of an amendment document (e.g., Specificatibir Amendments;' Claim Amendments, Drawing 
Amendments, and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet. Starting each separate section on a new page will 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
image file wrappea. • — ' -ifcii *n :?t:n . •: .". • . • --4,, 
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EL Two ve rsions of amended nartfaVno toneer reonftfedl V ^ 'li-wju ..: .-!-:cfli 

37 CFR 1.121 has been revised to no teneer require two versions (M clean version and ¥ marked up version) of 
each replacement paragraph or seetion, or amended cBdn». Note; however; the requirements for a cleair 
versi n and a marked up version for sohstfrtrte specifications ntidfer 17 CFR f.125 have been retained. 



A) Amendments to the claims? ^ :ci:^<t;;;'.xj?sn/:r;aeu*TO .^c.;;^ ; = ;sq . 

Each amendment document that uttludmt* change ttfiuf existmgclaim; catenation of a claim or submission of a new 
claimv mast include a complete u*tta*jtfaftcl*Ttts^ l ist j ng> me 

status must be indicated in a p^ntheticaf e^ras*i«*^an£ pending claint:(with. markings to show 

current changes) must be presented ThccJaijnsJa thll hartng-witt tepiaae aftpriofcclaims in. the application.. 

(1 ) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parenthetical expression following the claim number using only one of 
the following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented} and fkorentMredto^vt&tehtm^^ claims, including withdrawn claims, must 
be submitted each-time any claim is amended* Canceled arid not entered claims must be indicated by only 
the claim number"an£stafu$.wimotrt p^ text of the claimsi.- 

(2) The text of air claim* bjjg currently amejid_e_d/mu3l be presented in the claim listing with markings to indicate 
the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim 
must be shown %utiu^njBg (for added matter) or strikethrough. (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: ( 1 ) 
for deletion of fb&rcltaracters ow fewer, double brackets may be used(e.s:. Iferoorim and 121 if 
strikethrough cannot be easily perceived fe. *. deletion of the number "4 n or certain punctuation mark, ) 
double brackets must be used feLg.. H4im As- an alternative lo using double brackets, however, extra 
portions of text may be included before an d after text being deleted! alt in strikethroueh. followed hv 
including and underlining the extra text with the desired chance (e.g.. number i as number 14 as) An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented: Only claims of the status "currently 
amended," and "withdrawn?* that are being amended; may include markings'. " 

(3) The text of pending claims not being currentl y amended: including withdrawn claims: must be presented in 
the claim listing in clean version, i.e., without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 
constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 
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